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France, forgot, for the time being, his own claims to a more
distant throne.1

Henry of Trastamara thus reigned in peace until his death
on 30th May, 1379, at the early age of forty-six, when his eldest
son was proclaimed king in his room; and was soon afterwards
crowned at Las Huelgas, near Burgos, as John L of Castile.
His first care, following his father's example, was to summon a
Cortes ; and the Ordinances of Burgos, in 1379, contained many
new and interesting provisions, including a prohibition of the
bestowal of ecclesiastical benefices upon strangers, and many
remarkable sumptuary laws.2

But the greatest glory of King John's reign was his success-
ful expedition against the coasts of England, to punish the
presumption of the Duke of Lancaster, who had taken advantage
of the death of Henry II. to reassert his rights to the throne
of Castile. Once more the maintenance of the Lancastrian
claims was the signal for the destruction of a British fleet. Not
content with threatening the ports, the Castilians, emboldened
by former successes, sailed up the Thames, and took or burned
the shipping in the river almost within sight of London (13SO).3

But the English claims were not thereby defeated. At the
invitation of the most unlikely of all allies, Ferdinand of Portu-
gal, himself the legitimate heir to the crown of Castile, Edmund,
Earl of Cambridge, was despatched to the Peninsula in 1381, to
maintain his brother's cause against John. But after some
desultory fighting, he returned to England without honour or
profit, upon the signature*of the peace between Ferdinand of
Portugal and John of Castile in 1382.

An interrupted treaty of marriage (March, 1383), was the
signal for a fresh outbreak of the war between the Peninsular
kingdoms; and by the death of Ferdinand in the same year, the
Portuguese were involved in domestic discord, which was only
abated by the election of John of Avis * to the vacant throne
of Portugal (6th April, 1385).

The accession of this  ambitious and  capable soldier was

1 In the autumn of 1378 another English fleet was defeated near Plymouth by
the Castilians. Diet. Nat. Biog.^ ubi supra.

2Sempere y Guarinos, Hist, del Luxo (1788), p. 165; Mariana, lib. xviii., cap.
iii.; Lafuente, vii., 350-352; Essay, " A fight against Finery," in the year after
the Armada, etc., by Martin A. S. Hume.

3 As Ayala has it el rio artamisa.

4 John, grand master of the Order of Avis, was the bastard son of King Peter
of Portugal, who died in 1367, the contemporary of Peter the Cruel of Castile.   As
to the Order of Avis, see ante, chap, xxiii.
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